
Montessori School of Pullman 
COVID-19 Protocols – Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

 

What if Governor Inslee declares that all elementary schooling must be strictly online or 

partial online & in classroom?   

Governor Inslee has currently left reopening plans for private schools in their own control.  Like 

many private schools, are total numbers are lower, our class size numbers are lower, and we 

are not also dealing with additional challenges, such as transportation 

 

How will that work with MSP? Are we prepared to have a full online curriculum for 

Elementary? Kindergarten?   
For temporary shutdowns, we will have packets of work available for elementary students, and 

students will have daily Zoom meet ups with a teacher, plus access to their online learning tools 

in the areas of math, science and reading.  For prolonged shutdowns, we will continue daily 

Zoom classroom meetings, and online learning, plus suggestions for enrichment activities.  We 

will support the families of our kg students, as well as our preschool families, through our 

community facebook group and webpage, with curriculum resources, activity, and enrichment 

activities. For prolonged shutdowns, KG students will also have access to age-appropriate 

online learning platforms, such as Happy Numbers, Xtra math, Mystery Science and Guided 

Reading. 

 

Will we adjust tuition?  

 

▪ Fully open:  Full tuition paid monthly, in advance  

 

▪ Temporary shutdown: This could be due to a need to quarantine a class, or due to a 

staff shortage due to sickness.  Per semester, once temporary shutdowns accumulate to 

four weeks, a 50% credit for weeks closed will be applied to future invoices.  (E.g. closed 

for four weeks, two weeks credit given).  During a temporary closure, elementary 

children will receive work packets, daily contact via Zoom and access to their online 

learning options.  Preschool and younger children will have occasional small group 

interactions and story times via Zoom, plus enrichment and activity ideas supplied by 

staff for families to try at home.  

 

▪ Parent requests a delay in entry but wants to hold a space for their child:  We will hold 

a space open for 25% tuition.  This will guarantee a space for their child when the 

situation improves.  

 

 



▪ Back into lockdown?  If we were to go back into lockdown, families would no longer be 

required to pay full tuition.  To maintain a space for when we reopen, families would 

pay 25% tuition.  Families would receive support from staff at school through our 

website, community page, recorded story times, Zoom small group meet ups, etc.  

Elementary aged students would have access to daily Zoom meetings, plus online 

options for learning – Mystery Science, Xtra Math, Math Prodigy, Happy Numbers, 

Guided reading program. 

 

Will my child have to wear a mask with the new updated mandate?  

Yes, aged 5 and older. 

 

Will the teachers help put masks on the children?   

Yes, help when needed.  We ask parents to practice mask wearing, including taking masks on 

and off, with their child before starting school.  Lessons on handwashing and mask wearing and 

physical distancing will all be part of general back to school grace and courtesy lessons. 

 

Will there be masks required on the playground? Gym?  

Currently we allow children to lower masks when in a large area with ample space to physically 

distance and good air flow. 

 

Will my child be watched for overheating with a mask on?   

Yes, absolutely, just as we watch for any other causes of discomfort. 

 

Will I be notified if a student/staff member tests positive for COVID-19?   

Yes, including a positive case within Gladish.  Names and particular business will not be named. 

 

What are the protocols for a positive case in a classroom? Will the class quarantine? Will the 

entire school quarantine?   

This will depend on advice tailored to the situation from Whitman County Health.  Depends on 

potential for infection spread e.g. teachers or students mixing with other classes/siblings.  We 

are working hard to isolate the groups from one another.  Closures of other centers have 

tended to be about a week, with a potential for a fourteen -day quarantine for close contacts. 

 

Will there be online lessons available for my student if they must quarantine when there is a 

positive case in the class?   

We can provide online resources as we did in spring.  Elementary students will be able to 

continue with online learning tools that they have been introduced to in class. 

 



Will parents be asked health questions for both themselves and children? Will they both be 

temperature checked?  

Staff and students will be temperature checked on arrival, and during the day, as needed.  Staff 

and students will be required to go home if they start to exhibit symptoms of being unwell 

during the day – fever, runny nose, cough, sore throat and/or all of the typical symptoms for 

staying home (rash, vomiting, diarrhea, pink eye . . )  

 

When can a person return to school after testing positive for COVID-19?  

Every case will be different and will depend on advice from health care professionals.  However, 

typically a person can return to school if symptoms have resolved and it is at least ten days 

since that person first felt sick and that person has been fever free for at least 72 hours, 

without the use of fever management medicine. 

 

What are the cleaning procedures for the classroom? Will there be cleaning every hour? 

Frequent cleaning of all high touch surfaces, including tables, counters, bathroom, doorknobs.  

Daily cleaning of all materials used, and of shelves.  Frequent handwashing at every transition 

time, and at elementary level, between using each piece of material. 

 

Will there be sufficient airflow in the classrooms? Even during winter?   

We have good airflow in rooms.  Even in winter, we can open windows, and do that.  We are 

looking into the purchase of air filters for each room. 

 

What will the class sizes be to incorporate social distancing?  

We encourage the use of the term physical distancing, as students will be able to connect 

socially, using the new protocols. Our classrooms are large and can provide space for students 

we have currently enrolled.  Teachers are setting up the environment with spacing of desks and 

chairs to encourage physical distancing.  Our class sizes are smaller this year than last to enable 

ample space between students.  

 

What happens if Governor Inslee changes gathering size to a smaller number?   

We would adapt, as we did for the summer, when group sizes were capped at 10. 

 


